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THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM: ESTABLISHED IN 
1130 PROSPERED IN UNITY FOR 730 YEARS. 

It has its history, its rules and customs, his flag and his 
national anthem.
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Kingdom
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The French emperor  The French emperor  Napoleon the 3rdNapoleon the 3rdadopted the policy adopted the policy 
of making the Mediterranean sea a French lake, following of making the Mediterranean sea a French lake, following 

his uncle endeavour 55 years earlier.his uncle endeavour 55 years earlier.
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CAVOUR:CAVOUR: "dogs eye, wolf mouth""dogs eye, wolf mouth"
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In march 1860, the Sardinian king annected Lombardy
(obtained from France) and Duchy of Modena and Parma

with respective territory by Forced, manipulated vote.
The city of Nice and the Savoy region are given to France 

in exchange.
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The city of Niceand the Savoyregion are given to France 

in exchange.
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�� THE CONQUERORTHE CONQUEROR: : Victor Emanuel Victor Emanuel 
2nd2ndof the Savoy dynasty. Adopts of the Savoy dynasty. Adopts 
CavoursCavourspolicy of TAKE ALL, policy of TAKE ALL, 
following his father Charles Albert following his father Charles Albert 
caused the project of a Unitarian caused the project of a Unitarian 
political alliance in Italy, during the first political alliance in Italy, during the first 
war of independence, to fail. It was war of independence, to fail. It was 
Piedmont who hindered the project of an Piedmont who hindered the project of an 
Italian confederation.Italian confederation.

�� THE DEFENDERTHE DEFENDER: : FRANCIS 2ndFRANCIS 2ndof of 
Bourbon. Diplomatically isolated, Bourbon. Diplomatically isolated, 
politically napolitically naïïve and motionless.ve and motionless.
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�� SicilySicily was the weak spot of the southern kingdom, due to nobility and was the weak spot of the southern kingdom, due to nobility and landowners landowners 
opposition to the central government in Naples.opposition to the central government in Naples.

�� During During AprilApril , in Sicily a new uprising is , in Sicily a new uprising is organisedorganised, contacts between , contacts between GaribaldisGaribaldis
agents and Sicilian barons, to coagents and Sicilian barons, to co--ordinate strategy for the invasion.ordinate strategy for the invasion.

�� The uprising is The uprising is suppressedsuppressed..

�� Crispi, the doctrinaire Crispi, the doctrinaire ideaologistideaologist, sends 2 telegrams to Garibaldi, in the first , sends 2 telegrams to Garibaldi, in the first 
informs him of the failed uprising, pausing whether the venture informs him of the failed uprising, pausing whether the venture should be should be 
aborted. In the second falsely state that rebellion was still acaborted. In the second falsely state that rebellion was still active inland. tive inland. The 1000 The 1000 
sailedsailed..



May 6, 1860 the expedition sails from Quarto (near 
Genoa) destination Sicily, on board 2 ships

May 6, 1860May 6, 1860the expedition sails from Quarto (near the expedition sails from Quarto (near 
Genoa) destination Sicily, on board 2 shipsGenoa) destination Sicily, on board 2 ships

�� The 2 ships (named The 2 ships (named PiedmontPiedmontand and LombardoLombardo) were regularly sold ) were regularly sold 
from the from the RubattinoRubattinoCompany of Genoa to G. Garibaldi by act of Company of Genoa to G. Garibaldi by act of 
public Notary public Notary G.V.BaldioliG.V.Baldioli, dated may 4, 1860. , dated may 4, 1860. The Savoy king The Savoy king 
trough his minister Cavour guaranteed payment.trough his minister Cavour guaranteed payment.

�� Piedmont contribution to Piedmont contribution to GaribaldisGaribaldisventure, was included in the venture, was included in the 
Italian state budget. Finance  Minister Italian state budget. Finance  Minister SellaSellain 1864 reported in 1864 reported 
among states debts Lira 7.905.607 as expenditure for among states debts Lira 7.905.607 as expenditure for GaribaldisGaribaldis
enterprise. (about enterprise. (about $ 40 millions$ 40 millionsvalue of period)value of period)
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�� The The navynavyof the southern kingdom was the of the southern kingdom was the 

most powerful fleet in the Mediterranean. most powerful fleet in the Mediterranean. 
,had the strength of over 100 war ships. ,had the strength of over 100 war ships. (The (The 
Italian navy after union adopted the uniforms, Italian navy after union adopted the uniforms, 
signal system and operating manuals).signal system and operating manuals).

�� The The officers corpsofficers corpswas inept and inadequate, was inept and inadequate, 
more dandified showmen than sailors. From more dandified showmen than sailors. From 
the young ensign, fresh out of school to old the young ensign, fresh out of school to old 
captain embellished and arrogant. captain embellished and arrogant. 
UncompleteUncompletesailors whose only strive was to sailors whose only strive was to 
shine and glitter, rooted in that nobility which shine and glitter, rooted in that nobility which 
later ran away and betrayed.later ran away and betrayed.

�� ""Damn the navyDamn the navy" still today a popular " still today a popular 
expression in Naples.expression in Naples.””
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The first of the ships esitate to fire, unable to identify who came on 
land (but who else could have been ?), afterward began firing.
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The first of the ships The first of the ships esitateesitateto fire, unable to identify who came on to fire, unable to identify who came on 
land (but who else could have been ?), afterward began firing.land (but who else could have been ?), afterward began firing.
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In the In the passtpasstoccasions, the bourbon army had always behaved occasions, the bourbon army had always behaved bravelybravelyon on 
battlefields: The southern cavalry in battlefields: The southern cavalry in Napoleons armiesNapoleons armies, were judged , were judged 
the the best in the worldbest in the world, the were called "the white devils" it was the , the were called "the white devils" it was the 

Bourbon cavalry that covered his retreat from Russia. The AustriBourbon cavalry that covered his retreat from Russia. The Austrian an 
marshallmarshallRadetskyRadetskycomment on southern soldiers bravery in 1st war of comment on southern soldiers bravery in 1st war of 

independence: independence: "fought like lions"."fought like lions".

The twoThe twoSiciliesSicilieswas a was a peaceful countrypeaceful country. Related to civilian population . Related to civilian population 
had the lowest number of soldiers in Europe. From 1848 the army had the lowest number of soldiers in Europe. From 1848 the army was was 
mainly used to patrol the borders, to keep internal security, anmainly used to patrol the borders, to keep internal security, and also in d also in 
public works constructions of roads, bridges, railroads. The majpublic works constructions of roads, bridges, railroads. The majority ority 

of the officers were aged.of the officers were aged.



The Royal army: soldiers represented as lions, officers as 
jack asses, generals headless

The Royal army:The Royal army:soldiers represented as lions, officers as soldiers represented as lions, officers as 
jack asses, generals headlessjack asses, generals headless
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The Sicilian barons and nobility offer immediate 
support to Garibaldi: They choose Turin to Naples.
The Sicilian The Sicilian baronsbaronsand nobility offer immediate and nobility offer immediate 

support to Garibaldi: They choose Turin to Naples.support to Garibaldi: They choose Turin to Naples.
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The Barons gets the promised reward: Garibaldi 
confirms the ownership of their properties
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The farming population of Bronte rises against the nobility and land  owners; 
Garibaldi sends Nino Bixio, his second in command.
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The farming population of Bronterises against the nobility and land  owners; 
Garibaldi sends Nino Bixio, his second in command.
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The stroll of the invaders in the continent: in The stroll of the invaders in the continent: in 1717 days they days they 
reached Naples !reached Naples !

The soldiers assaulted gen. The soldiers assaulted gen. BrigantiBriganti: : TRAITOR !TRAITOR !
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Sept.6, 1860: the king leaves NaplesSept.6, 1860: the king leaves Naples
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individual. Minor appointed in individual. Minor appointed in 
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without title to wives sisters without title to wives sisters 
and relations to whomever and relations to whomever 
helped the cause.helped the cause.
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The prisoners of war. The prison lager of 
Fenestrelle in the northern alps. 

The prisoners of war. The The prisoners of war. The prison lagerprison lagerof of 
FenestrelleFenestrellein the northern alps. in the northern alps. 
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Wanton killings of outlaws: 74.000 were 
executed.
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Single and family men perished in the struggleSingle and family men perished in the struggleSingle and family men perished in the struggle



Michelina De Cesare refuses to disclose the names of 
her camarades, tortured and killed

MichelinaMichelinaDe De CesareCesarerefuses to disclose the names of refuses to disclose the names of 
her her camaradescamarades, tortured and killed, tortured and killed
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Outlaws executed and exposed to the cameraOutlaws executed and exposed to the cameraOutlaws executed and exposed to the camera
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OUTLAW OR EMIGRANT (30 % of southern 
population leaves their homes and country for a 

future in distant lands).
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THE CHARADE OF THE VOTE FOR THE UNIONTHE CHARADE OF THE VOTE FOR THE UNION
“The people wants a united Italy with Victor Emanuel 2nd as constitutional 

king and his legitimate heirs.”
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